‘Treeman’ unveils plan
to boost rural income

S SENTHIL KUMAR @ Coimbatore

THE Treeman is back with a

mission again. Having plant-

ed over four lakh tree saplings
across the State, of which
nearly 3 lakh have fully
erown, M Yoganathan (50) has
come up with a plan to
boost income of rural
populace.

On June 5, the World
Environment Day, he
would kick start Oru
Veetuku Aindhu Mar-
am (Five trees for a
house) project at Alan-
pudi in Pudukkottai, and
Chevvar in Tiruvannamalai
district.

Yoganathan, a conductor
with TNSTC, explains, “As
many as 100 houses will be se-
lected in each village for the
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project. Selected beneficiaries
would be given saplings of co-
conut, mango, and jackfruit
along with wither sapota, gua-
va, amla, or pomegranate
based on the soil condition.
Once the trees bear fruit, we
will sell them. Since this will
augment revenue, we
hope public will be mo-
tivated to volunteer for
the project, which will
also help increase the
green cover”

Explaining his objec-
tive, Yoganathan adds,
“I have planted over
four lakh trees in schools, col-
leges, universities, and also in
residential areas. Nearly,
three lakh trees have fully
crown. Only trees can bring
rains and no technology can
replace them.”
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